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Lari Dee Guy
Eight-time WPRA World Champion 
and a 2021 Cowgirl Hall of Fame 
inductee Lari Dee Guy will be 
known in rodeo history for many 
things, chief among them, her 
impact on the rope horse market 
and countless women ropers.   
By Julie Mankin

This is no  unsung  hero. Guy, 49, 
just graced the cover of  Cowgirl 

Magazine’s November/December issue as 
breakaway roping’s “grande dame.” She’s 
been sung about for 35 years, but until a 
handful of years ago, only in Texas.

Guy made waves for pure handiness. 
Girls entered at one of the first big stand-
alone tie-down and breakaway jackpots 
in Amarillo, Texas, in 1999 will never 
forget the day they watched her use her 
loop as an over-and-under not once, but 
two times, and still win the day money. 
Jaws dropped. 

She has always been revolutionary, but 
her countless college, amateur, jackpot 
and WPRA championships aren’t what 
make her so. It’s the top rope horses and 
breakaway ropers she’s personally trained.

When the greatest female roper of all 
time began partnering on horses with 
the greatest male roper of all time, magic 
happened. The King of the Cowboys—
26-time World Champion Trevor 
Brazile—has loved the horses Guy has 
trained since he was 10, and it gave an 
important credibility to her career.

“I feel I owe a lot to him in the aspect 
of when people really got to recognizing 
my horses,” she said. “Once they’ve seen 
a cowboy ride your horses, then people 
will take a closer look.”

Until a dozen years ago, Guy focused 
more on training horses than rodeoing, 
but her other mainstay for 30 years has 
been coaching.

“I think I was about 17 when Bob 
Doty was coaching at Snyder and asked 
me to do my first clinic,” she recalled. 

Guy has never stopped. She hosts 
about 10 clinics every year, which 
amounts to literally thousands of break-
away ropers who have benefitted—and 
counting. Even more impactful is the 
way she’s opened her home and facility 
to girls who wanted to become like her. 

Jackie Crawford lived with Guy for 
eight or nine years and many of today’s 
greats, such as Hope Thompson, used 
lengthy stays in Abilene to get where 
they could scratch out a living with their 
ropes. Afterward, they, in turn, have paid 
it forward to aspiring ropers. 

IndyCar driver and now owner Jackie 
Heinricher says a woman cannot be what 
she cannot see. In the 1980s, Guy herself 
had never seen a woman able to make a 
living with a rope.

“When I was younger, I wasn’t nec-
essarily told I couldn’t do it, per se, but 
it was an attitude more or less of ‘girls 
don’t do that’ and ‘you’re not going to be 
able to do that,’” she recalled. “So I did 
it. I said, ‘I’m going to have an awesome 
facility and make a living doing what I 
love to do.’”

Guy was blessed, she says, with a sup-
portive family and cattle ranch roots, but 
she never noticed her influence until peo-
ple started bringing it to her attention.

“It’s kind of cool now to see other la-
dies doing it,” she says. “I went to the 
new place Kelsie Chase built. She’s one of 
the best breakaway ropers in the world, 
and she has 30 acres and a half-covered 
arena now—it’s cool to see she’s doing all 
of that with her rope.”

Guy wants women’s roping to grow. 
She feels like the turning point after 
which breakaway exploded was the day 
the WCRA announced their Women’s 
Rodeo World Championship.

“As soon as they said they were going to 
pay a girl $50,000 and [had] her walk out 
amid the smoke with J.B. Mouney and 
all those guys... Once that happened, it 
changed everything.”

Guy sees breakaway becoming like the 
barrel race in the PRCA, but says it needs 
to be done correctly to avoid having to 
fight for equality like the barrel racers 
did. Women ropers may not quite be on 
par with the boys yet, but the past two 
years have seen a hell of an improvement.

“What’s happening today is not some-
thing we should get credit for,” Guy said. 
“It’s what Betty Gayle started, and Wan-
da Bush. When I was a kid, a lady named 
Judy Ford used to come over to my dad’s 
and tie down calves. Those were the 
women who ... laid the foundation.” n

BREAKAWAY BENEFACTOR with Lari Dee Guy
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HORSEPOWER with Lari Dee Guy
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X-FACTOR:  
“What makes him so good is that he’s got 
every quality. He scores, he runs so fast 
to the calf, he kills the rope. He stops the 
rope. He’s got all the tools. It’s hard to find 
those horses that have stats like a great 
baseball player who hits, makes all the 
plays in the field and can run the bases—
he does it all. He can hit the ball, he can 
catch the ball and he can run.”

HEIGHT: 14.3 hands

BIT: Randy Reid with the twist and a solid 
Kerry Kelley Port

PROGRAM: “He usually stays at the 
Aquatred and I ride him once a week and 
haul him to the rodeos. He only goes to 
certain ones. I don’t just haul him to every 
jackpot there is.”

FEED: Total Equine and alfalfa cubes

LDG’s Gangster
RIDDEN BY: Lari Dee Guy
HIS STORY: WPRA World Champion Guy is always on the horse hunt, and 
back in 2009, she went looking for her next one in the barn of NCHA Hall of 
Famer and 33-time AQHA World Champ Bobby Lewis.

“I went there to try some horses, and I ended up bringing him home,” Guy 
said. “We ended up keeping him around and buying him. He was a reiner, sure 
enough. But Bobby helped me to get his head up and get him out of that stuff.”

That was about the same time Guy’s long-time friend and partner Hope 
Thompson showed up at the Guy Ranch in Abilene, so they took turns roping 
and running barrels on him, too. 

“At first, he’d just bridle up and not run. The more we played with him and 
used him, he just got to where he’d run to the calves mad. Like he wanted to get 
to the calf.”

But just a few months into his stay, Gangster cast himself in his stall and broke 
his pelvis—picking up some naughty habits in his recovery. 

“He learned to crib and bite and kick because he was in there for nine months,” 
Guy admitted. “And he’s torn his deep flexor twice, so basically, he’s been on injury 
reserve half of his life. He’s hard on himself. But he’s real strong-willed. You can’t 
keep him down. You’d have to figure out he’s crippled because he won’t show it.”

Guy rode Gangster some of 2020, helping her qualify for the first-ever National 
Finals of Breakaway Roping. n
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GEAR with Lari Dee Guy

Gear Essentials
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LARI DEE GUY 

CHARLIE 1 HORSE SILVERBELLY FELT HAT  
charlie1horsehats.com

EXPRESS MEN’S SLIM-FIT DRESS SHIRT  
express.com

BILLY DON HOGG BELT WITH TREVOR BRAZILE’S  
CHEYENNE CALF ROPING BUCKLE, find Hogg on Facebook

WRANGLER WOMEN’S DARK WASH BOOT CUT JEANS  
wrangler.com

JEFF BEACH CALF SADDLE WITH ROCKIN’ OUT CONCHOS  
352-949-2052 (Beach Saddles), rockinoutsilver.com (Conchos)

CACTUS ROPES TSUNAMI, 9.5, cactusropes.com

HANDMADE JAMES LEDDY BOOTS, no longer available

5-STAR 7/8 ROPE LIKE A GIRL FLEECE-LINED ROPER PAD 
5starequineproducts.com

JEFF BEACH BREAST COLLAR 
352-949-2052 (Beach Saddles)

BILLY DON HOGG HEADSTALL WITH ROCKIN’ OUT HARDWARE  
rockinoutsilver.com

RELENTLESS REINS, cactussaddle.com

RANDY REID BIT, 541-480-2184

RELENTLESS BOOTS, brelentless.com

 
REX 

TOTAL EQUINE FEED, totalfeeds.com

TOP OF THE ROCKIES ALFALFA CUBES, manzanolafeeds.com

SUMMIT EQUINE, summitjp.com

MVP EQUINE, medvetpharm.com

KAHM CBD OIL, kahmcbd.com 



QUARTERING with Lari Dee Guy
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Quartering—defined as a breakaway 
horse pivoting to the left away from the 
calf—is a style that isn’t every breakaway 
ropers’ cup of tea. 

But, top young talent Sawyer Gilbert 
has proven aboard her 15-year-old Paint, 
Roger, that quartering can slice off time 
at the end of a run if executed properly. 
On Roger, she beat the best in the world 
at the 2018 RFD-TV’s The American 
when she won the long round, was the 
2019 Rope for the Crown Champion 

in Las Vegas, won third at the Women’s 
Rodeo World Championships in 2020, 
and won Chris Neal’s 19&Under Rising 
Stars in Fort Worth in December 2020.

“That’s the only horse I have that I 
let quarter,” said Gilbert, 18, who ropes 
at the college rodeos for Weatherford 
College. “I got him when he was really 
young and I was in fifth grade. Before I 
owned him, he got stuck in an autogate 
out in a pasture and they put ropes 
around his feet to get him out. Ever since 

then, he’s hated ropes around his feet, so 
when I started him, he’d drop so low to 
get away from the rope. In the practice 
pen, roping with a breakaway hondo, it 
would break from the calf and come back 
and hit him in the feet, so that’s when 
he started quartering. But when I was a 
fifth grader, I didn’t care—I was happy 
I’d caught. 

“Now he’s not scared of the rope, but 
that’s what he’s done so many times 
that he likes it,” Gilbert said. “I see a 

Quartering: Is It Costing You or Is It Your Secret Sauce?
Trevor Brazile, Lari Dee Guy and Sawyer Gilbert weigh in on whether a quartering breakaway 
horse can save you precious tenths at the end of a run or cost you a catch. By Chelsea Shaffer

WHILE GUY PREFERS HER HORSES TO STOP STRAIGHT, SHE SAYS IT ISN’T THE 
END-ALL-BE-ALL IN BREAKAWAY.



http://bit.ly/2O2c7zR


GILBERT HAS MADE A CAREER ON HER PAINT HORSE THAT QUARTERS IN HIS STOP.

QUARTERING with Lari Dee Guy

lot of girls whose horses quarter either 
direction, but that particular horse 
doesn’t do it until after he gets his butt 
in the ground. Then he quarters. He’s 
not really shorting me and not taking my 
throw away. It happens after the rope is 
on the calf. We’ve timed it, and he’s one- 
to two-tenths faster when he quarters. It 
definitely helps on slow calves. He moves 
sideways and takes the rope out faster. 
He’s harder to rope on down at the other 
end on longer scores, because the longer 
he runs the faster he will start quartering. 
I think every horse has a weakness and 
a strength. That’s his strength. Lots of 
people [have] opinions about quartering, 
but I’ve made my decision about it.” 

For WPRA World Champion and 
Cowgirl Hall of Fame Inductee Lari Dee 
Guy, whether or not you can rope on a 
horse that quarters all depends on where 

you rope. 
“From the box, we start 11 to 12 

feet from the calf,” explained Guy, of 
Abilene, Texas. “So we’ve got to move 
in that distance to get behind the calf, 
to crossover the tail head essentially, to 
throw. The ropers who ride horses who 
quarter can do it because they rope on 
the crossover. They’re running to the calf, 
and their horse crosses, and they throw. 
The ones that don’t quarter are the ones 
who cross over at the chute, then rope.” 

It’s all about angles, Guy said. A horse 
that quarters after running straight to the 
calf through a throw can be deadly fast. 

“But they can’t quarter in your throw 
running to the calf because it changes all 
the angles of the throw,” Guy said. “It’s 
almost like a head horse ducking in your 
delivery. But if they’re in a straight line 
and you throw when the horse is crossing 

over the calf, it’s fine.”
While watching the 2020 National 

Finals of Breakaway Roping in person, 
even 26-time PRCA World Champion 
Trevor Brazile weighed in on the subject 
of quartering, bringing a nuanced horse-
industry-related view to the topic. 

“In the breakaway, as long as you can 
see a calf, you can rope them,” Brazile 
said. “Breakaway ropers try to rope so 
correct. It makes sense in the tie-down 
why you need your horse square when 
you pull your slack because there’s a next 
step in the run. There’s no next step in 
the breakaway. The breakaway ropers 
are taking something we’ve always done 
because these horses would be sold in the 
tie-down because that’s where the money 
for the horses was. But the breakaway 
market is so strong, they need to start 
looking at breakaway as the end game.” n
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